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Promoting and supporting literacy and learning since 1990




Popular Adult & Family Literacy Resources 

Available for Loan from Literacy BC

Provincial Literacy Resource Centre

Last update: January 2, 2007
This is a list of books most-often borrowed from the Literacy BC Resource Centre. Many of the popular literacy resources stand the test of time; however we have added some newer resources as well. Anyone in BC can borrow these and other materials from the library. There is no cost for borrowing books. You can learn more about the library and search the library catalogue on the Web at http://www2.literacy.bc.ca/Rescentr.htm 

	Contact Literacy BC to borrow these and other resources.

Telephone 604-684-0624 or toll free in BC 1-800-663-1293. Fax 604-684-8520 Email library@literacy.bc.ca


Aboriginal Literacy | Community Literacy | Disabilities | Family Literacy 

| Instructional Materials & Learner Resources | Learner Assessment | Program Evaluation| 

Tutors & Tutoring | Women & Literacy
Aboriginal Literacy
( Empowering the spirit : native literacy curricula.

Developed by Kateri Akiwenzie Damm. Ontario: Ningwangke Clearinghouse, 1997 [371.9797 A55].

The curriculum was developed to assist Native Literacy Coordinators and tutors in providing appropriate materials for native learners at various ages and levels of literacy. [Note: This resource was updated in 2004 with more cultural support for teachers and practitioners. The 30 lesson plans were restructured using the Medicine Wheel. 371.9797 E4s]]
( First Nations literacy theme units: an instructor’s guide.

Written by Carmen Rodrigues…[et al.]. 1996. [371.9797 F57]

A workbook designed for B.C First Nations. Ottawa: HRCD, 2000.  [307.14 F73] Also available online at http://www.sdc.gc.ca/en/epb/sid/cia/comm_deve/H-BIntro.doc 
This booklet is a collection of “tips, strategies, tools, tactics, ideas, and guidelines.” It includes tips on creating a positive learning environment, reading and writing strategies, activities, games, numeracy, family literacy tips, and resources

( Literacy programs in First Nations communities: a discussion paper.

Prepared by Visions First Planning Group. [Powell, B.C? First Nations Planning Group, 1996. [371.9797 L58]
This study examines the literacy needs of BC First Nations people.
	May we also suggest newer resources… 

The Gathering Tree (2005) A gentle positive story of a family facing HIV, told in a rural First Nations setting. Includes student materials for students, teachers, parents, health educators, etc.” [813.54 B75]

A whole system approach to designing and developing aboriginal culture-based literacy program lesson plans (2001) A manual to assist Native literacy practitioners to develop their own education systems. [371.82997 H3805]


Community Literacy

( By invitation only : a literacy model for communities.

Prepared by Louise Ettling, Janet Isselis. Literacy programs B.C., [Surrey, B.C.: Community Language Access Society in partnership with Kwantlen University College],1995. [379.24 E885 and also available at http://eric.ed.gov/ERICDocs/data/ericdocs2/content_storage_01/0000000b/80/21/e4/0b.pdf ]
A process guide to assist educators and community workers in developing learning opportunities in community settings
( Community literacy: an intergenerational perspective.

Prepared by Janet Isserlis …[et al] National Literacy Secretariat, 1994. [379.24 C666]
This guide suggests that literacy workers can collaborate in ways that could increase access to literacy learning for community members across at least one generation. It is a program development guide with examples from various countries.
( Partnership in literacy : a guide for community organization and program development.

Written by Wendy Watson and Barbara Bates. Victoria, B.C. Ministry of Advanced Education, Training and Technology, 1991 [379.24 W38]

This guide covers the framework for planning and developing a community literacy organization, the framework for instructional design, innovative projects in literacy partnerships and descriptions of B.C. Literacy programs and projects.
	May we also suggest newer resources… 

Literacy Now : a planning guide : 2010 Legacies Now (2006) Literacy Now is a community-based planning process aimed at addressing local literacy needs. The guide outlines a community strategy to encourage new literacy initiatives, alliances, programs and planning across BC. [379.2409711 L58 2006 and also available online at http://www.2010legaciesnow.com/Images/Literacy/LiteracyNow_Guide.pdf]
The weaving literacy planning guide : supporting integrated approaches to literacy and community building in Canada and Learning from the Weaving Literacy project (2005) A guide for people who have come together to plan for literacy in their organization or community. [379.24 S697]



Disabilities

( Adults with learning disabilities: the road to success.

Written by Janet Johnston M. ON: Sureen Publishing and Productions, 1996 [371.90475 J57]

This book is written for instructors or tutors of adult literacy programs and employment counselors. Teaching or counseling the adult with learning disability requires that you respond to individual learning needs. 

( Breaking the cycle : an easy-to-read information about learning disabilities, anger management and families learning together.

Prepared by Vicky Austin. [Project Literacy Victoria] BC: Ministry of Education, Skills and Training, 1996. [371.9 A87]
This manual defines learning disabilities, presents coping strategies and offers suggestions on how to best represent your learning disabled child at school.
( Special needs assessment procedures: a guide to ensure equal access to literacy programs for adults with disabilities.

Written by Patt Hatt. ON:Toronto District School Board,1999. [371.90475 H13]

A large part of this guide discusses categories of disability-cognitive, motor disability, psychiatric and sensory. Each is discussed in some detail.
	May we also suggest newer resources… 
Dyslexia : action plans for successful learning : a practical guide to learning disabilities (2004) A resource for teachers and parents with practical ideas for successful learning.
Vision : seeing the possibilities beyond : structure of intellect (SOI) and sensori-motor integration exercise within literacy programs : final report (2003) A report evaluating the application of structure of intellect, sensori-motor, and other tools in a literacy project.



Family Literacy

( As a child grows.

Written by Rosanne Keller. Syracuse, NY: New Reader’s Press, 1989 [649.1 K455]

This book approaches parenting style from the perspective of the child’s needs.

( The family and parenting program : strengthening literacy skills through parent involvement.
Prepared by Garth Greatheart, Project Literacy Victoria, for the National Literacy Secretariat. Victoria, BC: Project Literacy Victoria, 1997. [649.58 G74]

The purpose of the program is to promote literacy skill development by introducing parents to reading readiness and activities that can be shared with their children.
( Growing into literacy : train the facilitator manual

Written by William T. Fagan and Mary C. Cronin. Memorial University of Newfoundland, 1999. [649.58 G76]

This manual and accompanying video will help anyone who are interested in becoming a facilitator of the PRINTS program. The goal is to help facilitators develop understanding, competence and expertise necessary to work with parents, teachers and other interested people.
( Literacy and parenting skills (L.A.P.S) : facilitator’s guide and participants’ materials.

Written by Laureen Mackenzie. Calgary: Alberta Vocational College, 1996. [482.00715 M115]

L.A.P.S. is a collaborative effort to meet the needs of those who wish to improve their literacy skills.
(Pathways : a primer family literacy programs design and development.

Prepared by Rebecca King and Jennifer McMaster. Louisville, Ky. : National Centre for Family Literacry, 2000. [649.58 K56]

This book is designed to meet the educational needs of parents and their children together. Parents will have access to the training and support because every parent will be a child’s first teacher.
	May we also suggest newer resources… 

Parents reading, children succeeding family literacy program (2005) A program designed for parents of 3 to 5 year olds. [649.58 K55 2005 and also available online at http://www.nald.ca/library/learning/paread/cover.htm ]
A communication framework for family literacy : bridging differences, planning and building skill sets (2005).  And also available online at http://www.bctf.bc.ca/TeachingToDiversity/BC-projects/FamilyLiteracy.pdf 



Instructional Materials & Learner Resources
( Canada from eh to zed.

David DeRocco and John F. Chabot. Virgil, ON: Full Blast Productions, 1994. [428.64 D47]

This series consists of 4 volumes each with 26 short, self-contained articles, and each starting with a different letter of the alphabet. There are also questions and activities, ranging from vocabulary and short-answer comprehension questions to discussion questions and a word puzzle.”

( Frozen tears [reader]

Don Sawyer. Novels for adult learners. Victoria, BC : Centre for Curriculum, Transfer and Technology, 1997. [813.54 N68c]

This novel has been written especially for adult learners improving their learning skills. (Reviewed in the Literacy Materials Bulletin)
( Spelling : strategies you can teach.

Mary Tarasoff. Victoria, BC : Active Learning Institute, 1994. [428.107 T37]

The book has both research findings about spelling as well as practical teaching findings and experiences. (Reviewed in the Literacy Materials Bulletin)
( Teaching reading to adults : a balanced approach.
Pat Campbell. Edmonton, AB: Grassroots Press, 2003. [428.40715 C36]

In the manual, the author draws on her experience to integrate participatory theory and practice with the needs of literacy students and available resources. The video explores teaching strategies outlined in the book.
( Writing out loud.

Written by Deborah Morgan. Camrose, Alta.: [s.n.].1997. [428.62 M67]

This binder format contains exercises and writing ideas that help make learning more meaningful.
	May we also suggest newer resources… 

Literacy, equality and creativity : resource guide for adult learners (2006) A package of text-free innovative teaching methods that can be used to explore equality issues in adult literacy education. [371.3 L36 2006]

Developing adult numeracy : practitioner training course (2005) A CD-ROM that guides practitioners through numeracy and provides ready-made learning activities. [CD-ROM 513 088]

English for work activities : a picture process dictionary (2004) For ESL learners who need to communicate step-by-step aspects of daily occurrences in typical workplace situations. 




Learner Assessment
( Canadian adult reading assessment (CARA).

Dr Pat Campbell and Flo Brokop. Instructor’s manual and CD-ROM and student’s assessment booklet. Edmonton, AB: Grass Roots Press, 2000. [428.00715 C36]

	May we also suggest newer resources… 

International adult literacy study : measuring adult literacy and life skills : new frameworks for assessment (2005) T. Scott Murray, Yvan Clermont, Marilyn Binkley.  [379.24 M8 and also available online at http://www.nald.ca/library/research/measlit/cover.htm ]

Testing, testing… 1, 2, 3 : assessment in adult literacy, language and numeracy (2004) Peter Lavender, Jay Derrick and Barry Brooks
 


Program Evaluation

( The literacy audit kit : tools to help you make your services more accessible.

Prepared by Susan Devins. Calgary : The Alberta Association for Adult Literacy, 1997 [KIT 361.80971 D49 1997]

This kit was developed to help make your services more accessible to people who have trouble with reading and writing. There is a manual and a video. The manual contains an audit tool to help you find out how your clients and staff rate your organization’s success in meeting literacy clients’ needs. The video helps increase literacy awareness in your organization. 
Tutors and Tutoring
( Adult literacy now. 
Edited by Maurice C. Taylor. Toronto, Canada: Culture Concepts Inc, 2001. [374.012 A2335]
This book is written to bring together the four faces of the adult literacy picture i.e. community-based literacy 

( A guide for tutoring adult literacy students.

Prepared by Joyce Cameron. Victoria, B.C. : Ministry of Advanced Education. Training and Technology, 2000. [374.0124 C35]

The manual stresses a learner-centred approach which is reflected in the test offered.

( Frontier College tutor’s handbook : a guide to student centred individualized learning.

Frontier College. Toronto : Frontier College Press, 1997. [371.394 F76]

This handbook is for tutors who are helping adults improve their skills in reading, writing, and using numbers. It’s especially for tutors who are working one-to-one with adults on basic literacy and numeracy skills.

( Teach someone to read : a step-by-step guide for literacy tutors : including phonics and comprehension assessments.

Written by Nadine Rosenthal. Belmont Calif. : Fearon/Janus/Quercus, 1987 [371.394 R67]

The techniques presented in this book focus on the needs and interest of adult and adolescents students. Teaching literacy skills to people with substantial life experience is quite different from teaching basic reading skills to young children. 

( The tutor’s toolbox.

Written by Bill Graham. Burns Lake, B.C, College of New Caledonia, 1996 [371.394 T87]

This contains 25 of the most useful techniques in literacy tutoring. This is written for persons who are trained as volunteer tutors, but need a refresher in the various teaching devices

( The volunteer tutor’s toolbox.

Written by Beth Herrmann. Newark, Del : International Reading Association, 1994 [371.394 T87]

This is a perfect guide for volunteer tutors or parents helping their child. It includes tutoring ideas, teaching activities and evaluation suggestions.

	May we also suggest newer resources… 

Tutor tools (2004) A collection of tips, strategies, tools, tactics, ideas and guidelines for tutors. [371.394 B4 2004]
Exploring tutors’ and students’ beliefs about reading and reading strategies (2002). A comparison of tutors’ and learners’ perceptions about reading and if the differences impacted on teaching and learning. [428.00715 S75 and also available online at http://www.nald.ca/RiPAL/Resourcs/publicat/explore/cover.htm ]
 


Women and Literacy
( Too scared to learn : women, violence and education.

Written by Jenny Horsman. Toronto, Ont., : McGilligan, Books, 1999 [374.012082 H67]
	May we also suggest newer resources… 

Changing paths : a literacy and life skills program for women in conflict with the law (2003) From the Elizabeth Fry Society of Edmonton. [362.83 S63] 
Literacy and women on the streets (2003) Examines the impact of literacy activities on the lives of women working as sex-trade workers in the downtown eastside of Vancouver. [371.822 A43 2003 and also available online at http://www.nald.ca/fulltext/litforwm/cover.htm ]
 


Yes, I would like to borrow the resources checked (√) above. I agree to return them by the due date. I agree to pay for lost or damaged items. Please send them to:

Name: ______________________________________________________
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City:___________________ Province: ___________ Postal Code: ________

Telephone: __________________ Alternate Phone: ___________________

Email: ______________________
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