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Promoting and supporting literacy and learning since 1990




Overview of Literacy
Resources from the Provincial Literacy Resource Centre

Here are only a few of the many resources that offer an overview of literacy. They can be borrowed from the Literacy BC Resource Centre. We mail book loans at no cost anywhere in BC. You can learn more about the Resource Centre and search the library catalogue on the Web at http://www2.literacy.bc.ca/Rescentr.htm 

	Contact Literacy BC to borrow these and other resources.

Telephone 604-684-0624 ext 105 or toll free in BC 1-800-663-1293 ext. 105. Fax 604-684-8520 
Email library@literacy.bc.ca  Web www.literacy.bc.ca 


Fact Sheets

( Literacy Facts (Literacy BC)
http://www2.literacy.bc.ca/facts.htm 
Why Literacy Matters. Literacy in Canada. Literacy & the Workforce. Family Literacy. And many more.
( Literacy Facts (ABC Canada)
Adult Literacy in Canada: http://www.abc-canada.org/literacy_facts/
Look Through the Literacy Lens: http://www.abc-canada.org/media/our_publications/literacy_lens_pamphlet-en.pdf 

Books & Audio-Visuals

( Adult Literacy Now. 

Edited by Maurice C. Taylor. Toronto, Canada: Culture Concepts Inc, 2001. [374.012 A2335]
This book is written to bring together the four faces of the adult literacy picture i.e. community-based literacy.

( The BC Framework of Statements and Standards of Best Practices in Family Literacy / prepared by Jean Rasmussen ... in collaboration with Jo Dunaway and the Provincial Family Literacy Working Group - Training and Standards Sub-Committee. Vancouver, BC : Literacy BC, [2000] Also available 

online at http://www.nald.ca/FULLTEXT/framwork/framwork.pdf
Defines family literacy and outlines best practices for BC.

( Canada’s Shame: Illiteracy in Canada [videorecording]. 
Toronto: CBC, 2006. Available in DVD (public performance rights) or VHS (personal use only). 25 minutes.

This report from The National, May 24, 2006 features Lynda Richards, a literacy advocate who struggled with illiteracy, a look at literacy statistics in Canada, and Nayda Veeman’s comparison of literacy in Sweden and Canada. Sweden’s system of education offers options and the statistics demonstrate the positive results, compared to Canada. For more information, see http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/education/canada-shame.html
( Ellen’s Story. 

By Ellen Szita.  Victoria: Trafford Publishing, 2007. [428.62 S95 2007]
The autoiobraphy of Ellen Szita, a BC resident and adult learner, chronicles her persistent struggle for literacy and her ultimate success.

( Family Literacy Matters: A Longitudinal Parent-Child Literacy Intervention Study. 

Written by Lynda M. Phillips et al. Calgary, AB: Detselig Enterprises Ltd, 2006.

By following families over three years, the authors have convincingly shown the power of a family literacy program to change lives.
( Libraries and Literacy: A Decade in Review.

Prepared for the May 2006 National Summit on Libraries and Literacy by members of the CLA's AFLIG (Action for Literacy Interest Group). Ottawa: Canadian Library Association, 2006. Also available online at http://www.cla.ca/issues/Background_Report_english.pdf   
This report describes how libraries have been involved in literacy and gives the results of a survey. 
( Literacy and Health in Canada: What We Have Learned and What Can Help in the Future? A research report. Clear language edition.

First edition prepared by Irving Rootman and Barbara Ronson, 2003. Clear language edition prepared by Elsie Petch, Barbara Ronson and Irving Rootman, 2004. Available online at 
http://www.nlhp.cpha.ca/lithlthe/clearlng/literacy_e.pdf 
This report covers past and current literacy and health needs in Canada, what the research tells us, and what can help in the future.
( Literacy and Lifelong Learning in BC : A Legacy of Leadership, Interim Report and Final Report.  

Premier's Advisory Panel on Literacy.  BC Government, 2005 (Interim Report) and 2006 (Final Report). Also available online at http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/literacy/legacy.pdf
The Premier’s Advisory Panel was established in November 2004 to assess the nature and scope of literacy issues in BC, to describe the groups and communities who have the greatest unmet needs, and to formulate recommendations.
( Position Paper on Aboriginal Literacy. Prepared by the National Aboriginal Design Committee October 2002 Ningwakwe/Priscilla George

Available online at http://www.nald.ca/library/research/position/cover.htm 

( Reading Work : Literacies in the New Workplace / Mary Ellen Belfiore ... [et al.].

Mahwah, New Jersey : Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, c2004.
"Reading literacies" bridges theory with practice and is aimed at practitioners who want to further examine the complexities of workplace education. The researchers each spent several months in diverse locations studying and interacting with employees and their analysis places workplace education within the social context of people's lives.

( State of Learning in Canada: No Time for Complacency 
Ottawa: Canadian Council on Learning, 2007. Also available online at http://www.ccl-cca.ca/CCL/Reports/StateofLearning/StateofLearning2007.htm
A report that examines factors leading to successful lifelong learning from early childhood, through the school years and into adulthood. Canada’s literacy challenges are highlighted throughout the report. There is also a chapter devoted to literacy.
( Valuing Literacy: Rhetoric or Reality?
Nayda Veeman, Angela Ward and Keith Walker. Calgary, AB : Detselig Enterprises Ltd, 2006.

Intended for policymakers, adult educators, and education researchers - as well as being of interest to the general reader - this book has international appeal as it contrasts the impact on adult literacy levels of the social democratic approach of Sweden and the liberal approach of Canada. The authors question whether Canada's current literacy strategies are working to increase learning opportunities for adults, and they also discuss the problem of political will in Canada's fragmented education policy sector. 
Government Web Sites
( Literacy (BC Ministry of Education)
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/literacy/ 
Links to ReadNow BC, Early Learning Initiatives, Books for BC Babies, Resources for Parents, Resources for Teachers, Numeracy, etc.

( Adult Literacy (BC Ministry of Advanced Education)
http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/literacy/ 

Links to Adult Literacy, Adult Basic Education, English as a Second Language, etc. 

( National Literacy Program (Government of Canada)
http://www.hrsdc.gc.ca/en/gateways/nav/top_nav/program/nls.shtml
( Office of Literacy and Essential Skills (Government of Canada)

http://www.hrsdc.gc.ca/en/workplaceskills/oles/olesindex_en.shtml  
Web Sites
Literacy Organizations in Canada 
http://www.nald.ca/litweb/litweb.htm
National Adult Literacy Database (NALD)

http://www.nald.ca 

Information about literacy, events calendar, full-text document library, and much more.
Literacy BC Resources

Literacy BC Web Site 

http://www.literacy.bc.ca 
Literacy BC promotes literacy and learning in BC. It has a 1-888-READ-234 Learning Hotline to connect people to literacy programs and services in BC. You will also find events, publications and research, literacy statistics, fact sheets, training opportunities, and a lending library.  And much more.
( Yes, I would like to borrow the resources checked (√) above. I agree to return them by the due date. I agree to pay for lost or damaged items. 

( I would like information and resources on the topic(s) of __________________

Please send to:
Name: ______________________________________________________

Organization (if applicable): ______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City:___________________ Province: ___________ Postal Code: ________

Telephone: __________________ Alternate Phone: ___________________

Email: ______________________

Contact Literacy BC to borrow these and other resources.

Telephone 604-684-0624 or toll free in BC 1-800-663-1293. Fax 604-684-8520 Email library@literacy.bc.ca
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