Canucks Score with New Centre
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By Allanah Mooney
Community Relations/
Foundation Manager,
Vancouver Canucks

n October 31, family
literacy took agiant leap
forward in B.C. with the

launch of the Canucks Family
Education Centre in east
Vancouve.
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Mayor Sandy McCormick, City of
Vancouver, Vancouver Canucks
President and General Manager
Brian Burke, Dennis Skulsky, Publisher for the
Vancouver Sun, Canucksplayers, media, and other
guests were on hand to celebrate and officially
launch The Canucks Family Education Cen-
treat BritanniaCommunity ServicesCentre.

Panago Pizzaand the Starbucks Coffee Company
provided refresh-mentsat the event.

The Canucks Family Education Centreisan
innovative new partnership between
Literacy BC, Britannia, and the Canucks

for Kids Fund. The charitable arm of

the Vancouver Canucks — the
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positively impact low literacy levelson
Vancouver’s east side, while providing
valuable support and research for the
serviceprovidersat Britanniaand those
in the surrounding community, the
province and the country.

The Canucks arethefirst NHL teamin
Canada to demonstrate such commit-
ment to family literacy and learning by
assisting in the development of the
Canucks Family Education Centre.
Thefocusof the Centreisto:

 provide/demondrateacomprehen-sve

approachtofamily literacy and

...continued on page two
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Canucks Family Education Centre (continued)

learning, and identify gapsinexisting
literacy programdelivery

« conduct alongitudinal study of the
effectiveness of thisapproach

» develop and deliver foundational
traininginfamily literacy.

See the sidebar below for detailson
the comprehensive approach.

The comprehensive approach
encompasses the following:

o Direct Child (children’s literacy
programs in schools and pre-schools)

o Direct Adult (adult literacy skills via
college and continuing education
programs)

o Parent and Child Together time
(involving parents in their children’s
education — e.g. in schools, reading
together in library programs such as
Mother Goose).

o Parent Time (teaching parenting skills
to adults which help improve the
family’s social and economic situation
— creating a more learning friendly
environment for the child)

According to Sharon Darling, founder
and President of the National Center
for Family Literacy (NCFL),
Kentucky, studies have shown that
85% of the children who attended a
comprehensive family literacy
program -- 10 yearsout -- were at or
above grade level, and 66% of the
parentsweregainfully employed and/
or participating in higher learning
programs (e.g. collegesand univer-
Sties).

INn2002, partia proceedsgenerated by
The Vancouver Sun Raise-a-Reader
campaign have been directed by the
Canucksfor KidsFundto developthe
CanucksFamily Education Centre.
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Stay tuned ...We will be sharing more news about the development
of the Centre in future issues of our newsletter.

The Canucks are the first NHL
team in Canada to demonstrate
such commitment to family

literacy and life-long learning.

The Canucks Family Education _E‘ Mﬁ}ﬂﬂﬁbﬂﬂt

Centre program partners

include:

 Vancouver School Board

e Vancouver PublicLibrary

e Simon Fraser University (Home
Instruction for Parents with Pre-
school Youngsters—HIPPY)

e University of British Columbia
(Human Early Development
Partnership)

o BCCouncil for Families

o BC Association of Family
Resource Programs

 Vancouver Sun Raise-a-Reader
Program

This special edition of
Imprints was written

and edited by:
Jean Rasmussen
Nancy Richardson
Miriam Tratt
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The location of the Centre is:
Britannia Community Services
Centre

CanucksFamily Education
Centre (2 floor above
Eastside Family Place)

1661 Napier Street,
Vancouver

For more information
contact:

Literacy BC—Jean
Rasmussen, Director of
Community and Family
Development at
1-800-663-1293

Vancouver Canucks —
Allanah Mooney, Community
Relations/Foundations,
(604) 899-4624

Britannia Community
Services Centre — Enzo
Guerriero, Executive Director,
(604) 718-5800




Champions for Change

By Jean Rasmussen, Director of Community and Family Development

crossNorth America, public-
A private relationships are on

the rise. More and more
charitable organizations and
corporationsareforging partnerships
to achieve their respective goals.
These mutually beneficial liaisons
come in many different forms.
However, themgority of theminvolve
more than money as their primary
objective. Without losing sight of their
basic economicrole, or their need to
make a profit, modern corporations
have concerns, ideals and
responsibilitieswhich go far beyond
the economic bottom-line. When non-
profits partner with corporations,
government and private foundations,
everyone benefits.

Our focus, in this special edition, is
to showcase and celebrate some of
these partners who tell us, in their
own words, why and how they have
come to the table in support of

children’s and family literacy.

Literacy BC has developed many
partnerships with socially minded
corporationscommittedtoliteracy and
life-longlearning, andin particular, to
family literacy.

For example, our National Family
Literacy Day/Week Campaign
committee includes the Starbucks
Coffee Company, whichinitiated the
ABC (All Booksfor Children) Book
Drive and has continued its support
through four annual campaigns,
providing refreshments for the
Breakfast of Champions, aswell asthe
week’s workshops and events. Listel
Vancouver hotel not only provides
accommodeation and other servicesfor

our Breakfast speakers and other
special guests, but also contributes to
our Family Literacy Fund. Last year,
Panago Pizza came on board as an
important sponsor of theWeek, and has
now made amajor commitment to the
new Panago Learn with Spinoza
program in BC elementary schools.
New thisyear isRead, Writeand Roar!,
the BC Lions summer literacy
program, and Canadians Reading
Together: The Family Stories
proj ect, an exciting venture we share
withWord on the Street. Scholastic
Book Fairs, Canada Post and the
Vancouver Sun’s Raise-a-Reader
campaign continue as major
benefactors and partners.

Our focus, inthisspecial edition, isto
showcase and celebrate some of
these partnerswhotell us, intheir own
words, why and how they have come
tothetablein support of children’sand
family literacy.

Family literacy in BC owes much, not
only to these outstanding corporations,
but also to individuals and to
government ministries with a vested
interest in literacy and life-long
learning. Without the ongoing and
sustaining support of the National
Literacy Secretariat, Human

Resour ces Development Canada,
(NLS), and B.C.’s Ministry of
Advanced Education (AVED),
family literacy asweknow it in B.C.
would not exist. In particular, Yvette
Souque of the NLS, and Audrey
Thomas, of AVED, deserve specia
appreciation and our deepest gratitude.
These individuals are champions for
family literacy, and— dong with many
other dedi cated colleaguesin programs
throughout the province — have
helped to cultivate and nurture the
family literacy field.

Thisissueisatribute to them all —
individualsand community, corporate
and government partners — for their
commitment to children’sand family
literacy.

We begin this special edition with a
message from the Hon. Linda Reid,
Minister of Statefor Early Childhood
Development (ECD). Inher address,
Minister Reid explains how her
Ministry ispoised to sustain and build
on thework that has been doneinthe
areaof early childhood devel opment
and givesmoredetailsonthe Ministry
of Child and Family Development’s
investmentsand initiatives (pleasesee
insert enclosed).

Where does family literacy happen?

It happens naturally, at home, and is as simple as reading a story to a child,
writing a letter or reading a recipe. Structured programs may be home-based
or centre-based, at libraries, schools, family resource programs, health

centres, in the workplace, community halls and centres, and childcare settings.
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Message from the Minister of State for Early
Childhood Development

Thequality of careour childrenreceiveintheir early yearsisthe most important
factor in their successes in school, in social relationships, as adolescents and as
adults. On behalf of Premier Gordon Campbell and the Government of British
Columbia, I am honoured to advance our work in the area of Early Childhood
Development.

Currently, thereare 271,000 childrenin British Columbiaunder the age of six. We
believe strategicinvestment in our youngest childrenisnot only good public policy, it
is one of the most important actions we can take to strengthen our families and
communities.

Seven BC ministershaveresponshilitiesfor thevaried aspectsof servicesto children.
AsMinister of Statefor Early Childhood Development, | have been privileged to
work with each of them to devel op along-term vision for policiesand programsin
thisarea. Thank you very muchto my colleagues: Children and Family Development
Minister Gordon Hogg, Education Minister Christy Clark, Human ResourcesMinister
Murray Coell, Health ServicesMinister Colin Hansen, Health Planning Minister
Sindi Hawkins, and Women'sEquality Minister of State Lynn Stephens.

Our vision emphasizes an integrated cross-government strategy for children from preconception to six
years of age. Thanksare due also to thewiderange of parents, stakeholdersand other expertsinthe areas
of child-rearing who are hel ping usrefine specific early childhood devel opment programs and services.

Atthispoint, we haveidentified fivemaor priorities:

 investmentsin community capacity to develop and deliver co-ordinated supports and servicesthat are
based on community population and needs

* supporting Aborigina communitiestowork together to devel op and implement early intervention strategies

» quality child care programs and servicesto support parent’s ability to train for and participatein the
workforce

» parental educationinitiativeswhich help parentsto make themost of their children’sdevelopment, and

« partnershipswith the private sector to broaden community involvement and capacity for early childhood
development initiatives.

I know that on behalf of familiesin British Columbia, wewill continueto work together to ensurethat our
children grow up healthy and safe - with hope and opportunitiesto reach their goals.

Yourswith kindest regards,
LindaReid

Minister of State for Early Childhood Development
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e is a talking bear and
H Spinoza is his name. Here

in B.C., this bear is being
used as a learning tool for teachers
and parents to help and encourage
children asthey learn to read. And
while the bear gets children excited
about reading, he also unites like-
minded organi zationsto work together
intheir common mission to enhance
literacy for children, families and
communities.

Spinoza makeslearning toread afun
activity when he plays a child’s
favourite storybook on tape as the
child reads along with the book.
Spinoza’'s taped messages help
children feel good about themselves
and build confidencein their ability to
learnandgrow. For childrenwhoare
visually impaired, Spinoza comes
specially adapted to allow children
with specid needstolistento any taped
book available through the Canadian
National Institute for the Blind
(CNIB).

To date, more than 1,000 Spinoza
Talking Bears have been introduced
into elementary classrooms, family
literacy programs, Native Friendship
Centres, and homes throughout the
province. Two sponsored programs
now enable Literacy BC and its
partners each year to bring close to
200 SpinozaTaking Bear Gift Packs

g

How does a teddy bear help achild learn to read?

By Kim Smyth Jacob, Director, Spinoza for Kids

to teachers, family literacy co-
ordinators, and children and families
acrossthe province.

Panago Learn with Spinoza
Program

Sponsored by Panago Pizza, thelLearn
with Spinoza Program distributed
100 Spinoza Talking Bear Gift Packs
to 85 dementary schoolsand 15family
literacy programs in every BC
community with aPanago franchisee.
Teachers and family literacy co-
ordinators were given a customized
package which included Spinozathe
Talking Bear, two audio tapes, his
Woodland Friends (puppets), and an
activity guidetoenhancetheir teaching
techniques. Topics in the guide
included mutua respect, caring for the
environment, multiculturalism, problem
solving, and more.

Literacy Alliance for Children
with Visual Impairments

For thefirst time, aunique partnership
has been formed among numerous
provincial, national and international
organizationsthat serve peoplewho
are visually impaired, to provide
support for children, families, and
literacy servicesand programs.

Throughthefinancia and pro-motiond
support of the alliance partners,
teachers and families are provided

with a customized resource kit
designed to help prepare pre-school
aged children learn to read using
Brailleand other literacy tools. Each
package contains guides, videos,
Braillewriting tools, tactile stickers
and other resourcesaswe| as Spinoza
the Talking Bear.

Literacy BCwaswilling“look outside
of the box.” Now, they are using a
talking bear “in a box” to establish
unique aliancesto take new stepsin
supporting children’sliteracy inBC.

For more on Spinoza, go to
WWW.spinozabear.org

These programs are made
possible with the support of
TB Vets e Panago Pizza « CNIB
UBC Faculty of Education e QLT Inc.
e The Vancouver Sun Raise-a-
Reader e Provincial Resource
Centre for the Visually Impaired
(PRCVI) e Greyhound Courier
Express

International sponsors
Hadley School for the Blind
American Foundation for the Blind e
National Literacy Center « American
Printing House for the Blind
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The Starbucks Foundation: Giving Back to
Our Communities

Starbucks Celebrates Five Years of Supporting Literacy in B.C.

The story of the Starbucks
Foundation begins with a
book. Starbucks chairman,
Howard Schultz, read Jonathan Kozol's
book Amazing Grace and wastouched
by itsvivid portrayal of childrenliving
in the South Bronx, where broken
families, drug and alcohol abuse,
violence, low performancein school and
hunger frequently characterized
childhood for many.

Howard finished the book and decided
that Starbucks should do more to
address these kinds of issues in the
communitieswherethe company does
business. In 1997, the Starbucks
Foundation was born. Its mission: to
create hope, discovery and opportunity
in communitieswhere Starbuckslives
and works.

“We believe thewords of achild who
has |earned to read, or the words of a
family finding enrichment in new
opportunity, arethereasonsto give back
andto givemore.” - Howard Schultz,
chairman and chief global strategist,
Starbucks Coffee Company.

How We Support

TheStarbucksFoundation, through grants
toliteracy and early learning programs,
gtrivesto improvelives, foster hopeand
involveparentsin creeting abetter future
for their children.

Every year the Starbucks Foundation
givesgrantsto hundredsof locd literacy
programs serving low-income, at-risk
youth. Starbucks focuses its literacy
supportin Family Literacy (children0-5
and their families), Basic Literacy
(childrenK-6), and“ Language of Hope’

(youth 12-21).

Starbucks partners(the Starbucksterm
for employees) participateactively in
the grant process. Partners are
encouraged to apply on behalf of
literacy organizations in their
neighbourhood. The Foundation sup-
ports programsthat provide multiple
opportunitiesfor partnersto participate
both asindividualsand asteams.

Here in B.C.

This year marks the Starbucks
Foundation’sfifth year of supporting
literacy herein western Canada. Local
Starbucks partners have worked to
identify numerous organi zations and
events and have spearheaded the
support effort.

The Foundation has awarded over
$127,000in Opportunity Grantsinwest-
ern Canada. Nineteen organ-izations
(fifteenin B.C.) have received grants
ranging from $500t0 $20,000; Literacy
BCitsdf wasarecipient of $5,000grant
in 1999; the most recent grant was
awarded to Stride Avenue Community
School tofund their Beginning to Read,
Early Intervention Project. Eleven
Starbuckslocationsareinvolvedinthe

program, each store taking one month
inwhich partnersvolunteer astutors.

In addition to the Opportunity Grants,
Starbucks also supports literacy
through the Make Your Mark
program, aninterna program designed
to encourage and support partnerswho
volunteer intheir local communities.
Grant funds are used to support a
charitable organization of the partners

choice. Often partners have
volunteered through reading in local

schools or hosting in-store reading
eventsfor parentsand children.

For the past fiveyears, Starbucks has
collected new and gently used books
through its All Books for Children
(ABC) Bookdrive. Inlast year’sevent,
32,090 books and $25,034 were
collected for the program across
Western Canada. All books and cash
donations supported programs offered
by twenty-five local literacy
organizations. The next ABC Book
Driveisscheduled for April 2003.

Starbucksa so givesback through other
means. The company is a proud
supporter of the Word on the Street
reading festival, distributing materials
throughitslocations. It d so givesback
doing what Starbucks does best:
coffee. Starbucks stores donate
product, food and coffeeto help local
organizations with their events and
meetings.

Overall, Starbucks strivesto support
programs that weave relationships
among parents, teachers, and Starbucks
partners — neighbours helping
neighbours—and aimsto createamore
hopeful environment for children.
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The Vancouver Sun Raise-a Reader Campaign

By Cyndy Hill, Raise-a-Reader Project Coordinator

IN 1997, Dennis Skulsky, Publisher of The
Vancouver Sun, initiated a unique
campaign designed to increase
awarenessand raisemoney for children’'s
literacy programs throughout British
Columbia- TheVancouver Sun Raise-
a-Reader program.

Since then, Raise-a-Reader has
contributed more than $400,000to help
children in B.C. read. In 2002

Allanah Mooney and Mark Crawford of the Vancouver Canucks with Raise-a-Reader
teammembers

donated theproceedsof dl sngle-
copy salesto the campaign.

Fundsraised through The Van-
couver Sun Raise-a-Reader
campaign support the Vancouver
Public Library, the Canucksfor
KidsFund, Literacy BC (funds
disbursedtofamily literacy pro-
gramsin B.C.), Canadian Na-
tional Institute for the Blind (CNIB),
Aboriginal HIPPY,
and librariesthrough-
out British Columbia.
Fundsraised through
news-paper sales,
cor-porate
sponsorships,
donations, and em-
ployee involvement
campaignswill goto
literacy programsand
resources.

Since1997, pro-ceeds
generated insupport of
The Vancouver Sun
Raise-a-Reader

The Vancouver Sun Raise-a-Reader
initiative became anational campaign.
CanWest Globa CommunicationsCorp.
(www.canwestglobal.com) will be
rolling out Raise-a-Reader in 10 major
citiesacross Canada.

The 6" annual Vancouver Sun Raise-
a-Reader campaign culminated on
Thursday, October 3 with Raise-a-
Reader Day. On Raise-a-Reader Day,
volunteersfrom The Vancouver Sun, the
Vancouver Canucks, Literacy BCandthe
Vancouver Public Library, joined with
membersof the Vancouver Firefighters
and the Vancouver Policeand other local
celebritieson downtown street cornersto
digributespecid RAR Day editionsof The
Vancouver Sun in exchange for
donations. Pacific Newspaper Group

campaign have been

used by our beneficiariesto:

 develop and support children’s
literacy outreach programs

 purchaseover 100,000 library
booksfor pre-school
children

« initiateaCIBCBC
Children’'sBook
Collectionat the
Vancouver Public
Library

 purchase over 600 books
for First Nations school
libraries

 providesupportfor 78
family literacy
programsand services
inB.C.

In 2002 partial proceeds generated by
The Vancouver Sun Raise-a-Reader
campaign will be directed by the
Canucksfor Kids Fund to develop the
Canucks Family Education Centre.

For more information on The
Vancouver Sun Raise-a-Reader, or to
check out our calendar of events,
view our website www.r aise-a-
reader.com, or call the Hotline at
1-866-637-READ.
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http://www.raise-a-reader.com

Scholastic
Book Fairs

Scholastic Strong
Supporter of Children’s

Literacy
By Janet King, Scholastic Book Fairs

Scholastic Book Fairs are proud supporters of Literacy BC.

Scholastic recognizes that literacy is a family affair and with
this in mind, regularly donates resources to Literacy BC to
equip parents with the resources they need to read to their
children.

Scholastic materials are chosen from the best that the
publishing world has to offer. Over the years, Scholastic
Book Fairs has donated thousands of dollars of books to
support the goals of Literacy BC and these resources have
been distributed to regional family literacy coordinators and
others for events, workshops and special occasions.

We at Scholastic Book Fairs recognize the importance of
children reading at home and believe they should be given
as many opportunities as possible to enjoy a wide variety
of literature. Each year Scholastic Book Fairs gives back
millions of dollars in books and resource funds to schools
across Canada.

As part of the Scholastic mission, we also reach out to those
B.C. communities where families would not have ready
access to a bookstore — our Book Fairs are couriered to
the remote and inaccessible parts of the province, as well
as supplied to the Lower Mainland.

The staff at Scholastic is proud of the important part they
play in the lives of families throughout the province by
supplying books and resources to family literacy projects.
At Scholastic our goal is to provide the spark that will help
ignite a child’s desire to read and we are proud to support
and sponsor Literacy BC.

Lions for Literacy...

By Lui Passaglia,
Director of Community Relations, BC Lions

Summer 2002 markedthe BC Lions' launch of theinaugura
Read, Write& Roar Literacy Program. In partnership with
Literacy BC, Vancouver Public Library, the Vancouver
School Board and teachers in participating elementary
schools, theBC Lions goad wasto encourage students (with
the help of their families) in Grade 1-3 to read and write
during their summer break.

Our Read, Writeand Roar program began in mid June and
ended in mid-September. At the beginning of the program,
participating teachers received Read, Write & Roar
packagesthat included a Summer Journal, Parent/Guardian
Information Sheet and a Reading “ Touchdown” Card. In
September, students returned their completed Reading
Touchdown Cardsto their teacher so the results could be
tabulated.

Summer Journal

Children received summer journals and were encouraged
towriteand draw about their summer experiences, thoughts
onabook they had read, or anything interesting that happened
during their summer holidaysto sharewhen they returned
toschoal.

...continued on next page

LuiPassaglia, BC Lions' Director of Community Relations, speaks to the children of
Macdonald Elementary about the importance of reading and writing.
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Lions (continued)...

Reading Touchdown Card

Alongwiththeir journal, sudentswerea so provided
with a scorecard for parents or guardians to keep
track of their child's reading progress, through the
number of booksread or the amount of time spent reading.
The card wasfilled with the names of completed titlesto
ingpirethe student’sinterest in reading and monitor hisor
her success. Included on the scorecard was a parent/mentor
nomination form for aprize draw — apair of ticketsto a
regular season game and some BC Lions merchandise.

Participating Classes

Classesthat participated inthe program wereentered into a
draw. Onewinning classwas drawn and each child in the
classreceived ticketsto aregular season game. Ten other
winning classes were randomly drawn to win a player or

mascot visit to their classroom. Each participating student
received a Read, Write and Roar Literacy Program
Certificate of Participation.

At thisyear’sWord on the Street, membersof theBC Lions
read some of their favourite booksto kids, in cel ebration of
Read, Write & Roar!

Our hopeisthat all these children benefit from and enjoy
the Read, Write & Roar program.

Partner Appreciation

Literacy BC would like to thank all of the partners and sponsors who have
contributed to the Family Literacy Fund over the past two years.

The fund has distributed more than $90,000 to 78 family literacy programs
and services. Without the generous support of these benefactors, we would
not be able to provide these needed resources that help sustain these
programs.

CANADA

Our Family Literacy Fund contributors were:
ABC CANADA

Honda Canada

CanadaPost

The Vancouver Sun Raise-a-Reader Campaign
Listel Vancouver
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Canadians Reading Together:

The Family Stories Project

By Liesl Jauk, Rebus Creative

th the generous support of
the National Literacy
Secretariat as well as

community and corporate partners,
Vancouver’s The Word on The Street
festival and Literacy BC havelaunched
Canadians Reading Together: The
Family Stories Project. This new,
province-wide pilot project involving
journd writing, storytelling, reading and
special guestsis aimed at improving
adult literacy skillswithinthe modd of
a comprehensive family literacy
framework.

Starting on September 8th —
International Literacy Day — 10
participating learning centresthroughout
B.C. wereprovided with blank journas
and pens. These journalswill act asa
springboard for sharing family stories
among adult learnersand their family
members—however theterm“family”
isdefined —including children and/or
grandchildren and any other extended
family membersand friends. They will
hold anecdotes, poems, photos, quotes,
newspaper clippings, drawings, tal tales,
and more over the course of the next
couple of months. Regional or
community literacy coordinatorswill
guide each centre's progress over an
8-10week period.

The 10 centresarelocated in Squamish,
Lac La Hache, Chilliwack, Prince
George, Courtenay, Dawson Creek,
Penticton, Nakusp, Victoria and
Vancouver.

Each participating learning centrewill
have the opportunity to receive
inspiration and guidance with the help
of a guest speaker. Speakers will be
selected from among local authors,
professional genealogists, and native
eldersor storytellers, depending onthe

interestsof the group.

And sincesharing storiesissointegral
tothisproject, learnerswill also have
an opportunity totell their owntoeach
other in “around the dinner table’
discussions. Withthe help of food and
beverage sponsors, Panago Pizzaand
Starbucks Coffee Company, these
Family Storieseventswill givelearners
the chanceto sharetheir storieswith
their peers and their children in a
relaxing environment especially for
them.

Family literacy programs have long
recognized thevalueof usingjournas
to foster learning. In them, students
cantakeriskswiththought andwriting,
and through them, they can build
connectionswith what they know and
what they have learned. For the
purposes of this project, journals
provide an opportunity to explore
persona experiences, family history or
passed-down lore, as well as
experiment with different ways of
expressing them.

Learning is a life-long process. It begins

Given the diversity of families,
programs and materials, the term
“family literacy” can beused to mean
different things by different people.
Family literacy acknowledges the
richnessand complexity of familiesand
the multiple often-unrecognized
literacy tasks that are part of every
day life.

TheFamily StoriesProject incorporates
many of the key principles of family
literacy as described in The BC
Framework of Statements and
Standards of Best Practices in
Family Literacy. Namely, that family
literacy:

WL

Nl
= e
| N S
:" LY "'.I._-Qy—

IWORD:STREET

is the intergenerational sharing of
experiences and meanings, which
enhancethe devel opment of language
and numeracy skills
regardsthefamily asalearning unit
and providesintegrated support and
learning opportunitiesfor all family
members

isashared responsibility that builds
on existing community resourcesand
combines the strengths of many
partnersand buildsknowledgewithin
thecommunity, and

isculturally responsveand asdiverse
as the communities in which it is
devel oped.

at conception and continues throughout
the life span. The family, however defined,
is at the centre of this learning and the
primary vehicle for transporting the child
through the early years of life and into the
future. And as a child does not live in
isolation of the family unit, families do not
exist separate from community. Itis within
community that children and families
establish roots and discover who they are
and what their potential is. It takes an
entire community, with all that this entails
to raise a healthy, confident and
successful adult and citizen.

It is strong, vibrant and viable families
and communities that in turn create a
society that is both economically and
socially prosperous - at the heart of this
society is learning and it begins in the
family.

Jean Rasmussen, Llteracy BC

What is family literacy?

10
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SIUCC:

Helping all children succeed for life.

by Heather Streiner and Sheila McFadzean

ccess By 6 is a United Way
pnitiative committed to
suring that children ages0-6

havethefoundation they needtoreach
their full potential. It isapartnership
that involvesthe entire community in
supporting familiesto better meet the
needsof their children.

When children receive the right
nutrition, nurturing and careintheir
first six years of life, the results can
betremendous. A strong foundation
in early childhood is important to
ensuring achild’'sphysical, social and
emotional health. Asthey grow into
teens and adults, even when faced
with difficult challenges, they arefar
lesslikely to drop out of school, use
drugs, have health problems or
becomeinvolvedin crime. A strong
foundation in early childhood is
important to ensuring physical, socia
and emotional health as an adult.
Supporting young children and their
parents, especialy those at risk, is
central to our community’shealthand
isan excdllent, long-term investment
inour future.

Success By 6 is guided by a cross-
sectoral Council of Partners, andwe're
pleased to have Literacy BC's Jean
Rasmussen participating on the council
and helping us link to the literacy
community.

Over the past three years, more than
$800,000 of SuccessBy 6 funding has
been distributed to programs in
neighbourhoodsthroughout the L ower

Mainland that are supporting children
intheir early years. These programs
are already having an impact on
childreninour community. Below are
examples of SuccessBy 6 programs,
with afocusonliteracy programs:

Parent Child Mother Goose is a
pre-literacy program, engaging parents
andtheirinfantsandtoddlersingtories,
rhymes, songsand pre-literacy play.
Theprogram stimulatesachild’sbrain
development and fosterslanguageand
listening skills, attention and
concentration. Caregivers gain
confidence in new skills and
understand moreabout their children’s
development. Funding for Parent Child
Mother Goose hasbeen distributed to:
Little Mountain Neighbourhood
House, Maple Ridge Pitt Meadows
Community Services, OPTIONS:
Servicesto Communities Society, Sea
to Sky Community Services Society,
Westcoast Family Resources — Tri-
Cities, Westcoast Family Resources—
Ridge Meadows, Crescent Beach
Community Services/Semiahmoo
Family Place, and Delta Youth
Services and Crime Prevention
Society.

Success By 6 is also supporting the
BC Council for Familiesin providing
training and coordination for Parent
Child Mother Goose programs
throughout the Lower Mainland.

ESL Family Literacy Project at the
Pacific Immigrant Resources Society

SS BY [Ele

Over the past three years, more than
$800,000 of Success By 6 funding
has been distributed to programs in
neighbourhoods throughout the
Lower Mainland that are supporting

children in their early years.

will helpimmigrant and refugeechildren
(aged 0 — 6 years) and their mothers
whileattending aliteracy programfor
1%2hoursonceaweek. Activitieswill
focuson creating asupportiveand non-
threatening environment; modeling
reading/telling stories to children;
finding opportun-ities for social
interaction and exchange of
information of concern to parents of
young children. Theyounger children
will participate with their mothers,
whiletheolder childrenwill participate
inparald activitieswith staff.

For more information on
Success By 6 and the
community programs funded
by United Way, please visit our
website at:
www.UnitedWayLowerMainland.ca
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September 2001 to August 2002
Our Year at a Glance

Highlights of some of the events
and activities that Literacy BC
has participated in over the last
12 months.

September 2001

September 7

Launch of the Starbucks/ ABC
(All Books for Children) Book
Driveatthe VPL, Central Branch

Annual Starbucks campaign to
encourage customersto drop off new
or gently used children’s books to
support B.C. children’s and family
literacy programs in their com-
munities.

September 9

K nowledge Networ k Family Day
Over 23,000 peopleturned out at the
Open Learning Agency, home of the
Knowledge Network, for a day of
activities for kids of all ages,
entertainment by local performers,
storytelling in The Vancouver Sun
Raise-a-Reader tent, artsand crafts,
studio toursand more....

September 27

Word on the Street Book and
MagazineFair

The Vancouver Sun sponsored
Literacy Lane for the first timein
2001, featuring the Starbucks
Family Literacy Tent wherevisitors
picked up free postcardsand postage,
courtesy of Canada Post to mail to
someone who turned them on to
reading. The Vancouver Sun Raise-
A-Reader Corner featured
animated storytelling by Lower
Mainland children'slibrarians.

October 2001

October 1

TheVancouver Sun Raise-a-Reader
Campaign Sponsor Breakfast
Sponsored by Vancouver’'s Met-
ropolitan Hotel to recognize and
celebrate all RAR sponsors, guest
speakers included the Hon. Linda
Reid, Minister of State for Early
Childhood Development, Dr. Clyde
Hertzman, and Ellen Szita.

October 16

The Vancouver Canucks home
gamewas designated as a Vancouver
Sun Raise-a-Reader Game Night.
Donations came from Scholastic
Books and Raise-a-Reader
committee memberswho staffed the
booth and gave away booksin return
for donations— morethan $1000 was
raised.

October 17

Raise-a-Reader Day

200 volunteers helped maketheday a
huge success as $16,695.00 was
raised — themost ever.

Sunday January 27, 2002
National Family Literacy Day
Sponsored by ABC CANADA and
Honda Canada, the Day was
celebrated in communitiesacrossthe
country to spotlight the fact that
learningisafamily affair. Literacy BC,
along with our many partners,
launched the fourth annual Family
Literacy Week Campaign (January 25
- February 1) on January 25 with our
annual “Breakfast of Champions,”
catered by Panago Pizza and
Star bucks Coffee Company.

Guest speakers included Sharon
Darling, NCFL, and Rob Tierney,

...continued on next page

TheVancouver Sun Raise-a-Reader Team appears on the BCCTV Breakfast show last fall. (photo by The Vancouver Sun).
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Our Year at a Glance (continued)

Dean of Education, UBC. More than 175
key representatives from all levels of
government (MPs, MLAs, Mayors, City
Councillors) business, labour, unions, and the
academy (Presidents and Deans of
Education from Lower Mainland com-
munity collegesand universities), mediaand
community organizations attended the
Breakfast.

ThePanago L ear n with Spinoza Program
was officially launched at this year’s
Breakfast . We haveafeaturein thisissue
onthisexciting new initiative by Kim Smyth
Jacob, Director, Spinozafor Kids.

May 27 and 31, 2002

Families, Literacy and Lifelong
L earning Forumsin New Westminster
and Vancouver

Representatives from libraries, schools,
Lower Mainland municipalities and
community organizations explored the
landscape of families, literacy and lifelong
learning at two half-day Community Forums.

May 2002

One Book, One Vancouver

The Jade Peony by Vancouver writer
Wayson Choy was designated as the
inaugural book to launch One Book, One
Vancouver — abook club for the entire
city. Variouseventswereheldin gppreciation
of the book, culminating in a special
celebration at Word on the Street.

June 2002

Launch of BC Lions' Read Write and
Roar! Summer Literacy Program. See
our featurearticleinthisissue.

August 12-16, 2002

Canadian Book Camp for children at the
VPL - now inits2" year

A jam-packed week of writing and reading,
onswithauthors, editorsandillustrators.
For details, goto:
www.thecanadianbookcamp.com.

Literacy BC was honoured with the 2002 Distinguished Service to Families Award presented by the BC Council for
Families atits 25" anniversary celebrationsin June. The award is given to organizations that have made a contribution
tochildren, youth, seniorsand families.

L-R: Bev Abbey, BC Council for Families; lona Campagnolo, Lieutenant-Governor of BC; Linda Mitchell, Executive Director,
Literacy BC; Aide de Camp Captain Scholl; Vicki Austad, President, Literacy BC, Carol Matusicky, BC Council for Families.
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Visitors gather around the Starbucks Family Literacy Tent at Word on the Street last year.
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Resources

on our shelves...

Resources

A Guide for Family Literacy ESL.
Oregon Department of
Community Collegesand
Workforce Development
(2001).

Thisguideisdesigned to help family
literacy educators, program
administrators and curriculum
specidistsimplement outcomes-based
learner-centred instruction. The
material focuseson learners rolesas
parents, family members, community
membersand workers.

Positively Family! Final Report.
Learning Disabilities
Association of the Yukon (2002)
Thisresourcedescribesand eval uates
the Learning Disabilities Association
of the Yukon's Positively Family!
literacy program. Appendicesinclude
materials and resources used to
implement the program.

Up to Speed: Computers for
Family Learning: Project Report
and Curriculum Guide.

Prepared by Vicki Grieve,
University College of the Fraser
Valley (2001)

A partnership betweenthe University
College of the Fraser Valley, the
Chilliwack Fraser Rotary Club and
School District #33, this project
involved setting up acomputer lab at
a local school, offering computer
literacy classesto parent/child pairs,
andingtalling the computersin homes
of participating families. The
curriculum centres around teaching
basic computer skills to a group of
intergenerational learners and
strengthening print literacy skillsfor
both adult and youth.

Weaving Literacy into Family
and Community Life: A

Resource Guide for Promoting
Literacy in Family Resource
Programs. Suzanne Smythe,
Lee Weinstein (2000)
Thisresourceisdesignedto helpthese
programs find ways to address and
integrate aspects of literacy, to
encourage a closer, working
connection between the family
resource program movement and the
literacy movement in Canada, and to
highlight various family resource
programs in Canada involved in
literacy initiatives.

Early Years Study Final Report:
Reversing the Real Brain Drain.
The report outlines the correlation
between brain development and early
child development, the effects of the
early yearson learning, behaviour and
health throughout life, and the
socioeconomic implications of these
correlations. In additionto reporting on
the status of Ontario’schildren, it also
highlightssomeof theinitiativesvarious
Ontario communitiesareinvestinginto
support early child development. It
concludeswithavisonfor anearly child
development and parenting framework
aswell as 11 recommendations.

For the Love of Reading: A
Family’s Special Journey of
Growing and Learning (2001).
Saskatchewan Literacy Network.
Writtenin clear language, thisbookl et
contains information for parents and
caregivers on how to help childrenin
variousstages of devel opment discover
the love of reading. It provides
suggestions, considerations, and tipsfor
parentsto keepin mindwhileplayinga
teaching roleintheir children’slives.

Family Literacy in the West
Kootenay: Final Report .
Prepared by Jennifer Cliff-Marks.
AB.C. literacy cost-shared
project. (2001)

Thisreport documentsand evaluatesa
variety of cost-shared family literacy
activities and programs in Castlegar,
Grand Forks, Nakusp, Nelson, New
Denver, Slocan and Trail. Samplesof
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Resources

on our shelves...

Resources

material and relevant resources
required for the operation of these
programsareincluded.

Stress Free Reading at Home: A
Handbook for Parents. Debbie
Schiller,James Quigg, Kathy
Wylie.

Practical suggestions, considerations,
guidelinesand tipsfor parentson how
tointroducereadingtotheir children.

Storysacks . Neil Griffiths,
Storysack National Support
Project, United Kingdom. 2000.
A concept developed in the UK,
Storysacks are large cloth bags
containingagood quality young child's
picture book and supporting materials
to stimulate reading activities.
Storysack kitsincludeinstructionson
how to make and fill a Storysack, a
starter information manual, avideo,
guides for parents, and resource
materials. Storysacksare designed to
give parentsthe confidenceto enjoy
books, and reading and learning
together with their child at avariety
of levels. As a resource for the
classroom, they provideteacherswith
awealth of opportunitiesto develop
speaking, listening, reading and writing
ills.

Your Baby Can Read! Starter
Video. Infant Learning
Company (2001).
Thisvideoispart of aseriesbased on
the Robert Titzer's multi-sensory
reading approach designed to help
babies, toddlersand preschoolerslearn

to read. It also offers parents
instructions on how to help their
childrenlearn.

Early Child Development in
British Columbia: Enabling
Communities. Fraser Mustard &
Frances Picherack (2002).

An overview, analysis, and recom-
mendations for Early Child
Development (ECD) in B.C. It
reviewsthe provincial government’s
commitment and strategy for ECD as
well as the status of BC’s children,
using dataprimarily from the National
Longitudina Survey of Children and
Youth and the University of British
ColumbiaCommunity Asset Mapping
Project. Inadditionto profiling various
BC communities and government
ministriesactivein supporting ECD,
the appendices highlight the Roots of
Empathy initiativein Ontario.

Screening for Success (Manual).

&

Learning Disabilities
Association of Canada (2001)
Screening for Success is a two-day
institute designed to provide regional
trainers with the expertise and tools
necessary to train educators in
screening adults at-risk for learning
disabilities. The training manual,
following theformat of theinstitute,
serves areference resource and tool
kit.

First Steps. University College of
the Cariboo (2002)

Thisvideo isused in the First Steps
Program, a multi-agency program
designed to support young mothers
aged 14-24in completing their basic
education. Services offered by this
program include individualized
academic programming, a com-
prehensive parenting and life skills
component and individua and family
counseling.

<

Resources reviewed here can be borrowed from Literacy BC.
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New Investments and Initiatives

Building Blocks

A community-based service to support children and their families by providing family
home visiting, FASD prevention, supportsin achild care setting and linking new parents
with experienced ones for mentoring. The program serves 27 communities, with
expansion being planned for the near future.

Learning Initiative Sites

The Learning Sitestarget children who are at-risk of poor social, emotional, cognitive and
physical outcomes. The goal of the program isto build a community-based, integrated
service delivery system for early childhood development. Three BC communities are
currently involved in this project: Prince George, Chilliwack/Hope-Boston Bar corridor,
and Port Alberni and the West Coast. The ministry isworking on identifying communities
for further expansion of the program.

Infant Development Program

This program provides home-based services to families of infants up to age three who are
at-risk of developmental delay, or who have a developmental disability. Servicesinclude
assessments, consultation, counselling and group activities, referrals to relevant
community professionals and resources.

Family Resource Centres/Neighbourhood Houses

Funding for evidenced based programs in communities will build the capacity of families
who need additional support to provide a safe, nurturing environment for their children
that maximizes their growth and development. This funding may be used to strengthen
existing programs or introduce new ones.

Best Chance Series

Baby's Best Chance, one of the cornerstones of BC's perinatal program, has set the
national standard for information on healthy pregnancy since it wasfirst published in
1987. It has been amajor contributor to healthier outcomes for both parents and infants by
providing detailed information on what to expect during pregnancy, birth and the first
year of ababy's life. The publication has been so successful, BC has decided to build on
it. Toddler's First Steps has been published this spring and covers the age span from six
months to three yearsin achild'slife. Preschoolers Ready to Learn is expected to be



published early in 2003, and will offer advice and information on the opportunities,
challenges and potentials of children age 3to 5.

Aboriginal Early Childhood Development

Twenty-five urban Aboriginal communities have been identified to develop a
comprehensive, integrated and culturally relevant early childhood devel opment approach,
within the context of their communities, for children under the age of six and their
families. The program focus includes supports for FASD prevention, parenting, family,
healthy pregnancy, birth and infancy and community.

Early Development Instrument

The Early Development Instrument, developed by University of British Columbia
professor Clyde Hertzman, will be used as a standard to assess kindergarten aged
children'sreadiness to learn. As well, through work with the UBC Human Early Learning
Program, the project will collect information on how children's readinessto learn is
influenced by community and neighbourhood factors.

L]
L}

A Minister of State for Early Childhood Development
) p

|':|R ” The Honourable Linda Reid IMPRIEYS
E{'jl“".,l“[_a\l www.mcf.gov.bc.ca/minister/iinda_reld message.htm
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