News from the ELMO Reviews website may 2008

Introducing ELMO Reviews

www.ELMOreviews.ca

Literacy BC is pleased to announce the launch of the ELMO Reviews website — a place to find and review adult and family

literacy resources.

ELMO is Exemplary Literacy Materials Online. The ELMO Reviews website is a resource for new and emerging adult readers
and their families, and the literacy tutors, instructors, librarians and other interested individuals who work with them. It will
help you to find good, reviewed learning materials and literacy resources. It will also help tutors and instructors share best

practices for using resources.

The website launched May |, 2008 at the Adult Basic Education Association of BC annual conference in Victoria.

How do I use ELMO Reviews?

Visit www.ELMOreviews.ca and create your own login to
add a resource, write a review, or comment on someone
else’s review.

Anyone can use ELMO Reviews — literacy instructors,
learners, tutors, librarians and others interested in the
field of adult literacy. Search or browse to find out which
resources are useful, interesting or appropriate to your
needs. Or add a resource you'd like to see reviewed.Then
write your review. For example:

Instructors in adult and family literacy programs
can write about classroom materials and teaching
strategies.

Learners can give their opinion of a reader or a
website.

Tutors can review materials they used with a learner
or for their own reference.

Community librarians can highlight the latest
literacy resources and recommend ways to use them.

Anyone can write 2 mini review — your “quick and dirty”
opinion along with your star rating. People who work
directly with learners can also write a field review.This is
an in-depth review of how a resource has been field tested
in a teaching situation with learners.
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Get involved in ELMO Reviews

We all love to read reviews. But why not add your voice as
well? Here is what others are doing.

Helen Thomas, who has been a program coordinator
and instructor at the Victoria READ Society, and a former
editor of the Literacy Materials Bulletin, invited learners to
write reviews. Congratulations, Helen, for sending in the
first reviews from Steve Pickford and Nicholas Keays. In
this case, the reviews were written out and faxed to us.We
are happy to enter them on behalf of those who prefer not
to use the site.

Leslie Kiehlbauch asked a tutor and learner to

review together a driver’s education resource. As the
resource was from Saskatchewan, they were unable to
evaluate whether it would be appropriate for BC drivers.
Fortunately, Sharon Johnson, a tutor at Capilano College
on the Sunshine Coast, was able to determine which
sections were not appropriate to BC drivers.You will
find her detailed review on the Web site. This illustrates
the advantage of having more than one review for a
resource.You can also
add a comment about
someone’s review.

Help us make ELMO
Reviews a success: add
your voice!

for literacy providers, tutors, learners and librarians
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Why ELMO? Supporting best practices ... and a time saver!

In 2006, when Deb Monkman, Literacy BC Librarian, first began to consult with literacy providers about resource materials, several
veteran practitioners mentioned that they missed the old Literacy Materials Bulletin.VWe had all looked forward to each issue and had
read the reviews, often purchasing materials based on those reviews.We felt that if we could somehow revive the positive features of
that publication, while also expanding the involvement via the use of technology, it would be a wonderful resource for practitioners.

My experience provides an idea of how practitioners will be able to use the ELMO resource. During the summer,

| spent several hours searching the Internet for resources to build a curriculum to use with adults who have never worked or

have not worked recently. | reviewed numerous items from sample pages and outlines only. Much of what | saw was unusable or
expensive. | discovered one resource that was reasonably priced and displayed a lot of the course content, so | felt confident placing
an order. In this case | was lucky. Now that | have found this resource, | would like to know what other practitioners think of it.

ELMO Reviews provides a place for these resources to be shared and highlighted. It would save time and ensure
effective best practice when other practitioners are also reviewing and discussing the same resources. Through ELMO, | could
post my discoveries with either mini-reviews or complete in-class assessments.

Putting resources in classrooms and in programs in order to assess effectiveness is very worthwhile. This encourages all of us to think
about and reflect on new resources and teaching situations, thereby improving practice, creating community amongst
practitioners and sharing ideas. It also will provide a valuable sharing space for the experienced practitioners’ skill and knowledge.

Dee McRae
Regional Literacy Coordinator, Northwest Region

Meet our reviewers New resources

One of the most important aspects of the ELMO Reviews Check your literacy program’s bookshelves, your local
project has been to involve the community around BC library and the Literacy BC Resource Centre for books,
(and beyond, we hope!) in the processes of selecting and DVDs, websites and other materials to review. Here are
reviewing materials. some suggestions:

To help us get the ball rolling, ELMO Reviews is very
fortunate to have a strong Working Committee,
representing different areas of the literacy field across BC:

Learn to Drive

Leslie Kiehlbauch, Okanagan College and Regional

Literacy Coordinator, Okanagan region A Driver's
Education
Deidra Lee Morrison, South Hill Education Centre, Resource

Vancouver School District

Carrie Cann, Literacy Alberni Society

Roxanne Gray, Britannia Community Services Centre
Thomas Quigley,Vancouver Public Library

Norma Scott, Okanagan College

This six-member committee comprises three practitioners, a
learner,a community librarian, and a tutor. They will help select
materials to review, write reviews,and promote ELMO Reviews
in their communities, encouraging others to add reviews.

For more ideas, check the New
Resources lists at http://www?2.
literacy.bc.ca/resourcs/newresc.htm,
then contact us to borrow these and
other materials.

If you are interested in joining the Working Committee,
please feel free to contact us.

Contact us

Please contact us for more information, for help using the Literacy BC, 601-510 West Hasting Street,Vancouver, BC V6B L8
B el your reviews, borrow resources, or to 604-684-0624 ext.105 or 1-888-READ-234 (toll free in BC)

give feedback.We particularly welcome feedback on the

site in order to improve it. library@literacy.bc.ca

The ELMO Reviews team  Deb Monkman, Project Manager Doreen Maclean, Technical Coordinator  Nancy Anderson, Project Coordinator

check out the Provincial Literacy Resource Centre and Literacy BCs other resources too: visit www.literacybc.ca



